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OT many of w3 can watch
the power meter run
backwands, or get patd by
their power company Bt
m a sunny day that's what Rolf
{ueller-Glodde and Inge Bremer
vwners of Ora Ora Resort in
vertkery, can do

The couple replaced thetr bot
ater cvlinders with o solar water
leater some years ago, bat now
ey ve taken the next step and
d power-generating
awe panels
Sunhight strkmg the 15 panels
roduces DO dectrcity, which is
onverted to mates type AC power
nd pamped back into the gnd
While the Landing Rd resort atill
1es more electricity than it
iroduces, Rolf reckons the panels
ave shaved & thind off e powet
illg — which means, anoe you
actor i indlatson and future power
irice hikes, they will «arn back ther
nyestment in 15-20 years
The most power they've
roduced in 2 day is 25 Kilowatt
10urE; the Jeast, 6KWhH On & typical
lay the resort uses 30kWh Over a
ey, e panels provide sbout &
ird of thedr power neods

Raolf concedes 3t was a hig
nyvestment wp-front — imchding
vanels, power inverter, mounting
nd wstallatyom it cost $37.000 — 50
i for evervone However, f's a
lifferent stoary when it comes to
olar water heating

“That's a no-bramer, especially if
on're buldding a mew bonse

Some people complain solar
ater heating is too expensive,
it Rolf 3ave a system
ypocally costs $500
I'ake off $1000 for the
Government subsidy,

i

Rolf and Inge may be producing a
third of their power needs but that
doesn’t stop them striving to save
power where they can. You could
say it's almost become an
obsession — they even have a
wireless device which tells them
sxactly how much power the resort
is using sl any moment. Here are &
few of Rolf's top power-saving tips:
B Switch oll everything ™al's notin
use — the spare Iridge, the compuler,
even the ciock radio.

B Mary modeen applances have §
stand-by mode, It might look Tke
they're off, but they're stil sucking up
power. Make sure they're lumed oll
compately by swilching them oll al
the wall and youll inm about 5 par

i most homes, the pavhack time 15
Just four to five vears, Rolf says
As you'ld expect from a place that
brands self an ecoresort, it's not
Juat the power supply and bot water
which are tinted green. Their os-site
“wellness centre” has a composting
toalet, thetr car runs on hiodiese]
made from fish and chip oll, amd
waste water 15 treated in a twotank
system, then used to timgate ther
extensive vegetable garden
“So we don't have to feel bad
when we go to the totlet and flush
it 2aves us watering the
garden,” Rolf

bout $2000 more says
B o conven- The
omal hot-water German

ystem born

With the bot- conple's
cater evlinder green
he baggest credenty
WIWer als are
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OING FORIT:
olf Maeller
lodde and Inge
ramar put their
wiranmental
rinciples into
ractise at Ory
a Resort,
erikeri
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cant off your power Dl Lkewise
chargers Tal are nol in uss bul &)
plugged in will keep using power

B Install power-saving bulos. The
outdoor bghts al tha resort usad 1o be
EOW. now theyre BW energy -savers.
That's almost a 90 per cent saving.
W Mas sure your home is wel
insuialed

B Consger rstaling heat pumps

il's & bt of an Frvesiment up fronl, bul
they'rer & lol moce allicient than
regular heaters.

B Whan you buy & new applisrce
make sure il's an anergy elficent
modal. Chack your existing
appliances with a device . svailable
from Tha Warehouse, or on loan from
whitoware stores.

Switch 1o & better desl

Wiy speed more than you have 1o
on power? With o many
COMPAling power comparies and
pricing plars around these days,
It's worth checking that you're not
paying 100 much.

Il you bve alone, you migh! save
a packet by switching 10 a low user
plan or, f you have a big family and
use a lol of power, you might be
able to find a company with a better
ceal.

Haul out an od power bill and
g0 o waw.powarswich.crg.nz and
feliow the instructions - the
websile wil cakulgte how much

the more extraondinary when vou
consyder they spent more than 2
years livmg in the concrete jungles
of Horg Kong, Simgapore and Kores,
Rolf as 2 commerctal banker, Inge m
the umport/ export business

When they arrived in New
Zealand mn 202 they didn’t have a
clue about gardening or the
CHNVIronmenst

They chose Kerikert because the
town's NorthTee campus offered
conrses in horticalture Thear tutor
soon persaaded them that bio-
dvnamic gardenng, based on the
principles of Rudolf Steiner, was the
way 1o go

While 1t's labour intensive, you
dont Bave 1o fork out for expensive
artificial fertilisers

Inge says they st had to clear
the progetty of “every wed in the
book™, then dug out & crater ganden
with a series of descending terraces,
designed to take the back-beeaking
Faboaar out of gardening, improve
dramage and draw cold atr away
from frost-sepsitive plants

They practise companion
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TOP TIPS. Ralf
Mualler-Glodde
with the resort's
Solar water
haatar
(fereground) and
photevoRaic solar
panals, at renr
mcTvaL )
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Going solar
Waril 1o be grean and cul your power
olI? it you rstall solar water heating

a'no brainer” f you're bulkdng a
new house, Roll says — you could be
aigioie for a $1000 government
subsidy. To tind out mere go to
waw acvegywise ong nz &d dick on
“lunding availale”

A new servce by Niwa, the
Nationg! stitule lor Water and
Armasphenc Research, helps
nomeoaners to gauge how much
sunlight ther rool recenes and pick
e bes! spot for & solar parl

Go o waw.niwa.co.nz, then cick
on ‘Qur Services’, then “Orline
Services” and scrol down ko
‘SolarVew”.

you'd pay with avary other power
compdryy in your area, Tha website
is run by the Consumers Insttute
20 il's impartal, Swilching powse:
comparins @ usualy just & maller
of a couple of phone cals.

i you don't hawe access to the
inteenel al home. your kocal
Chzens Advice Bureau should be
alble 1o help.

Once you've made sure you
have the best deal gang, It's warth
your while 1o check out the website
WAW SO yWiEe, 0rg 12 for more
power-saving tips.

A fow smal, painkess
<Aan make & big diferance,

planting — citrus and potatoes, for
example, grow well together
while keeping the grass Jong and
usmg o thick layer of mukch to trap
molsture

Rolf savs they always seck ways
10 reduce their mpadt on the en-
vironment, bat they're unlkely to go
off the gryd altogether

That's partly becawse the resort
atill waes more power than it
produces, and partly because it
would requare & good deal more
offort and expense, not 1o mention &
large number of batteries to stare
power <|n'rllll!||l

“We always talk to our gaests
about what vou can do to live as
austainably ag pessible, without
compromising on Juxury,” he sava
“With a luttle thought, vou doat
have to reduoe your level of comfort

“In the beginnmg evervone
though we were green nutters. Now
we are almost maimsstresn ”
8 Rolf an] nge are with Meridian,
because it's the caly company that
buys power Tusck at the same rate it
aellg it




